(Ireland.) 



A 




BILL, 

INTITULED, 

AN ACT for Marriages in Ireland ; and for 
registering such Marriages. 



| it is expedient to amend the Law of Marriages 

in Ireland, and to provide the means for a Register of 
the Marriages of Her Majesty's subjects in that part of the United 
Kingdom; 3 I 5 <£ it flEttacteh, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent 
5 Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the Authority of the same, THAT after the First day of 
January in the year One thousand eight hundred and Forty-five, not- 
withstanding any thing in this Act contained, all the rules prescribed 
10 by the Rubrick concerning the solemnizing of Marriages shall con- 
tinue to be duly observed by every person in Holy Orders of the 
United Church of England and Ireland who shall solemnize any 
Marriage in Ireland : Provided always, That where by any law or 
canon in force before the passing of this Act it is provided that any 
15 Marriage may be solemnized after publication of Banns, such Mar- 
riage shall be solemnized in like manner on production of the Regis- 
trar’s Certificate as hereinafter provided : Provided also, That no Sur- 
rogate or other person now having authority to grant Licenses for 
Marriages shall grant any License until Seven Days after notice shall 
20 have been given by One of the parties who shall have resided for not 
less than Seven Days then next preceding in the parish named in that 
notice, under his or her hand, in the Form of Schedule (A.) to this 
Act annexed, or to the like effect, to such Surrogate or Deputy Sur- 
rogate, which notices he shall file and keep with the records of his 
office, and shall also forthwith enter a true copy of such notices fairly 
into a book to be for that purpose furnished to him by the Registrar- 
481. a general, 
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general, to be called “ The Marriage Notice Book,” which book shall 
be open at all reasonable times without fee to all persons desirous of 
inspecting the same : Provided also, That whenever a Marriage shall 
not be had within Three calendar Months after the notice shall have 
been so given to the Surrogate, the notice, and any License which 5 
may have been granted thereupon, shall be utterly void : Provided 
also, That nothing in this Act contained shall affect the right of the 
Archbishop of Armagh and his successors, and bis and their proper 
officers, to grant Special Licenses to marry at any convenient time and 
[ar _ P ,ace : Provided also, That nothing in this Act contained shall affect 10 
any Marriages which may now be lawfully celebrated by any Roman 
Catholic Priest, nor extend to the registration of any Roman 
Catholic chapel, but such Marriages may continue to be celebrated in 
the same manner and subject to the same limitations and restrictions 
as if this Act had not been passed. 

r _ And be it Enacted, That Marriages between parties, both of whom 5 
n are Presi >ytenans, may be solemnized according to the forms used by 
Presbyterians, either by License to be granted, or by publication of 
in Bamis ’ as hereinafter respectively mentioned, in meeting-houses to be 
certlfied as hereinafter mentioned, between the hours of Eight in the 20 
morning and Two in the afternoon, with open doors, and in the presence 
of Two or more credible Witnesses; and Marriages between parties 
of whom One only is a Presbyterian, may be solemnized according to 
the same forms, by such License as aforesaid, in such meeting-hoilses 
between the same hours, with open doors, and in the presence of Two 25 
or more credible Witnesses, provided that there be no lawful impedi- 
nient to the Marriage of such parties. 

And be it Enacted, That after the said First day of January in 
every ease m which a Marriage shall be proposed to be solemnized 
between Two Presbyterians, otherwise than by License, Banns of _ 
Matrimony shall be published in the Presbyterian meeting-house, 3 
certified as hereinafter is mentioned, frequented by the congregation 
of which the part.es to be married shall be members, upon Three 
Sundays preceding the solemnization of the Marriage, during the time 
of Divine Serv.ce, and the Marriage shall be solemnized in such meet- „ 
mg-house and not elsewhere; and whenever it shall happen that the 35 
parties to be marned shall be members of different congregations, the 
Eanns shall m ,ke manner be published in the certified Presbyterian 
meetmg-house frequented by the congregation of which each of the 
parties to be married shall be a member ; and in every such last- 
mentioned case of publication of Banns, the Presbyterian Minister 4 
publishing such Banns shall, in writing under his hand, certify the 

L mil 1 T ; r nd that in a ” cases Bhere Banns sha11 have been 

f rh V: d * aforesald ’ the Marria ge shall be solemnized in one 
Of the certified Presbyterian meeting-houses where such Banns shall 
have been published, and ,n no other place whatsoever; and before such 

Marriage 
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.Marriage shall be solemnized, the Certificate of the Presbyterian 
Minister by whom the Banns shall have been published in the other 
certified meeting-house shall be delivered to the Presbyterian Minister 
solemnizing such Marriage. 

5 Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no Presbyterian Minister Nottartfh. 
shall publish the Banns of Matrimony between any Two Presbyterians, PWrf 
unless the persons to be married shall, Seven Days at the least before “ o1e “° a 
the time required for the first publication of such Banns, deliver or 
cause to be delivered to such Presbyterian Minister a notice in writ- Stmlofte* 
10 ing of their true Christian and surnames, and of the congregation or K'Saj* 
congregations of which they shall respectively be members, and of ‘SSLuoaof 
the house or houses of their respective abodes, and of the time durinv 10110 

which they have dwelt, inhabited or lodged in such house or housed 
respectively. 

15 And be it Enacted, That each Synod of Presbyterians in Ireland Each'I^od 
may appoint in each Presbytery in connexion with such Synod, SS 
subject to the approbation of the Lord Lieutenant, a Minister, who “ rtify M "‘- 
shall certify to the Registrar that the meeting-house to be described 
in every such Certificate is within such Presbytery, and is used as a 
20 place of public religious worship by Presbyterians in connexion with 
such Synod; and such Minister shall deliver to the Registrar such 
Certificate, signed in duplicate by him, and the Registrar shall send 
both Certificates to the Registrar-general, who shall cause such meeting- 
house to be registered accordingly in a book to be kept for that purpose 
25 at the General Register Office ; and the Registrar-general shall cause 
to be indorsed on both Certificates the date of the registry, and shall 
keep one Certificate with the other records of the General Register 
Office, and shall return the other Certificate to the Registrar, who 
shall keep the same with the other records of his office ; and the 
30 Registrar shall enter the date of the registry of such meeting-house 
m a hook to be furnished to him for that purpose by the Registrar- 
general, and shall give a Certificate of such registry, under his” hand, 
on parchment or vellum, to the Minister by whom the Certificates 
shall have been signed, and shall give public notice of the registry 
3 o thereof, by advertisement in some newspaper circulating within the 
county and in the Dublin Gazette ; and every such Minister shall 
continue to exercise the powers given to him by this Act during the 

pleasure of the Lord Lieutenant. 

And be it Enacted, That every such Minister so appointed and Such Minhto 
approved as aforesaid shall have authority to grant Licenses for Mar- SSifor 

btt ”, “ J P ?!^ e T meet “g-h°use, certified by him as aforesaid, 

°. rm of Schedule (C.) to this Act annexed; and every such “ p resbyte- 
reS ^ y tei * an Minister shall, Four times in every year, on such days houses. 66 ^ 
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as shall be appointed by the Registrar-general, make a return to the 
Registrar-general of every License granted by him since his last 
return, and of tiie particulars stated concerning the parties : Provided 
always, That no such Minister shall grant any such License until he 
shall have given security by his bond in the sum of One hundred - 
Pounds to the Registrar-general for the due and faithful execution of 
his office. 



And be it Enacted, That before any License for Marriage as last 
aforesaid shall be granted by any such Presbyterian Minister, one of the 
parties intending Marriage shall appear personally before such Minis- ]0 
ter, and such party shall make oath, or shall make his or her solemn 
affirmation or declaration instead of taking an oath, that he or she 
believeth that there is not any impediment of kindred or alliance or 
other lawful hindrance to the said Marriage, and that one of the said 
parties hath, for the space of Fifteen Days immediately before the 15 
day of the grant of such License, had his or her usual place of abode 
within the Presbytery within which the Marriage is to be solemnized, 
and that they are both of the full age of Twenty-one Years, or when 
either of the parties shall be under the age of Twenty-one Years, that 
the consent of the person or persons whose consent to such Marriage 20 
is required by law has been obtained thereto, or that there is no 
person having authority to give such consent, or that such party is a 
widower or widow, as the case may be. 



A “ d be !t Enacted > That the P a rty so appearing personally before 
the Minister authorized to grant Licenses as aforesaid shall, Seven 25 
Days before the License shall be delivered to him, produce to such 
Minister a Certificate, according to the Form in Schedule (DA to this 
ct annexed, from the Minister of the congregation of which he or 
she shall be a member, which Certificate the Minister authorized 
to grant Licenses as aforesaid shall carefully file and preserve, and 3 0 
shall also forthwith enter a true copy of all such Certificates fairly 
into a book to be for that purpose furnished to him by the Registrar- 
general, to be called “ The Marriage Notice Book,” which book shall 
be open at all reasonable times, without fee, to all persons desirous 
ot inspecting the same. 

35 

And be it Enacted, That the Society of Friends, commonly called 
Quake, s, and also persons professing the Jewish religion, may 
confinue to contract and solemnize Marriage according ,0 the usages 
of he said Society and of the said persons respectively; and every 
uci Marriage shall be deemed good in law, provided that the par^ 4° 
ties to such Marriage be both of the said Society, or both persons 
professing the Jewish religion respectively : Provided also! That 
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notice to the Registrar shall have been given, and the Registrar’s 
Certificate shall have issued in manner hereinafter provided. 

And be it Enacted, That in every case of Marriage intended to be Notice of in- 
solemnized in Ireland after the said First day of January according hT 

5 to the rites of the United Church of England and Ireland (unless E^trarof 
by License or by Special License, or after publication of Banns), and the -District, 
in every case of Marriage intended to be solemnized in Ireland after 
the said First day of January according to the usages of the Quakers 
or Jews, or according to any form authorized by this Act, One of the 
io parties shall give notice under his or her hand, in the Form of Sche- 
dule (A.) to this Act annexed, or to the like effect, to the Registrar, 
appointed as hereinafter is mentioned, of the district within which 
the parties shall have dwelt for not less than Seven Days then next 
preceding, or, if the parties dwell in the districts of different Rems- 
15 trars, shall give the like notice to the Registrar of each district, and 
shall state therein the name and surname and the profession or con- 
dition of each of the parties intending Marriage, the dwelling-place 
of each of them, and the time, not being less than Seven Days, during 
which each has dwelt therein, and the church or other building in 
20 which the Marriage is to be solemnized, which must be within the 
district within which one of the parties shall have dwelt for the time 
last aforesaid ; but if either party shall have dwelt in the place 
stated in the notice during more than One calendar Month, it may be 
stated therein that he or she hath dwelt there One Month and upwards : 

25 Provided always, That no such notice shall be required when the 
Marriage is intended to be solemnized between Two persons, both or 
one of whom shall be Presbyterians, in a Presbyterian meeting-house 
certified as aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar shall file all such notices, Register to 
30 and keep them with the records of his office, and shall also forthwith Sa P B^ok. CeS 
enter a true copy of all such notices fairly into a book, to be for that 
purpose furnished to him by the Registrar-general, to be called “ The 
Marriage Notice Book and the Marriage Notice Book shall be open 
at all reasonable times without fee to all persons desirous of inspecting 
35 the same. 

And be it Enacted, That on the day previous to each weekly Notices to be 
meeting of the Guardians of any Poor Law Union, or of any parish or 
place comprising the district for which such Registrar shall act, the 
Q f 6 § ist,ar tra nsmit to the clerk to the Guardians all such notices 
40 0 intended Marriage as he shall have received on or since the day 
previous to the weekly meeting immediately preceding the same; 
such clerk shall read such notices immediately after the minutes 

the proceedings of such Guardians at their last meeting shall have 

4S1. , 

a 3 been 
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been read ; and such notices shall be so read Three several times in 
Three successive weeks at the weekly meetings of such Guardians 
unless in any case License for Marriage shall be sooner granted, and 
notice of such License being granted shall have been given to such 
clerk : Provided also, That if it shall happen that the Board of Guar- ■ 
dians of any such union, parish or place shall not so meet, it shall 
be sufficient for the purposes of this Act that such notices shall be 
read at every meeting of such Guardians which shall be held within 
Twenty-one Days from the day of such notice being entered ; and if 
no meeting be held within Twenty-one Days from the day of such to 
notice being entered, the entry of such notice shall be sufficient for 
the purposes aforesaid. 

And be it Enacted, That after the expiration of Seven Days if the 
Marriage is to be solemnized by License, or of Twenty-one Days if the 
Marriage is to be solemnized without License, after the day of the 15 
entry of such notice, the Registrar, upon being requested so to do 
b y or on behalf of party by whom the notice was given, shall issue 
under his hand a Certificate in the Form of Schedule (B.) to this Act 
annexed, provided that no lawful impediment be shown to the satis- 
faction of the Registrar why such Certificate should not issue, and 20 
provided that the issue of such Certificate shall not have been sooner 
forbidden in manner hereinafter mentioned by any person or persons 
authorized in that behalf as hereinafter is provided ; and every such 
Certificate shall state the particulars set forth in the notice, the day 
on which the notice was entered, and that the full period of Seven « 
Days or of Twenty-one Days (as the case may be) has elapsed since 
the day of the entry of such notice, and that the issue of such Certi- 
ficate has not been forbidden by any person or persons authorized 
in that behalf. 



And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-general shall furnish to , 0 
every Reg, strar a sufficient number of Forms of Certificates, the cost 
of winch shall be accounted for by the Registrar to the Registrar- 
general ; and in order to distinguish the Certificates to be issued for 
Marriages by License from the Certificates to be issued for Marriages 
without License, a water-mark in the form of the word “License,” 35 
in Roman letters, shall be laid and manufactured in the substance of 
the paper on which the Certificates to be issued for Marriage by 
License shall be written or printed ; and every Certificate to be issued 
fo, Marriage by L, cense shall be printed with red ink, and every 
Certificate to be issued for Marriage without License shall be printed with 4» 
black ink, and such other distinctive marks between the two kinds of 
Certificate shall be used from time to time as shall seem fit to the 

Kegristrar-general. 



And 
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And be it Enacted, That any person authorized in that behalf may Is ’ 5 ‘ 
forbid the issue of the Registrar’s Certificate by writing at any time «3»*c£- 
before the issue of such Certificate the word “ forbidden” opposite to tatawaSL 
the eutry of the notice of such intended Marriage in the Marriaoe 
5 Notice Book, and by subscribing thereto his or her name and place of 
abode, and his or her character, in respect of either of the parties, by 
reason of which he or she is so authorized ; and in case the issue 
of any such Certificate shall have been so forbidden, the notice and 
all proceedings thereupon shall be utterly void. 

10 AND whereas an Act ofParliament was passed in the twenty-sixth The Uto con- 
year of the reign of King Geokge the Second, intituled, “An Act s ™ tas «- 
for the better preventing of clandestine Marriages;” BE it Enacted 26 g“c. 33, 
That after the said First day of January the. like consent shall be 
required to any Marriage in Ireland, where either of the parties shall be site 16 ™ 1 ” 1 ' 

15 under the age of Twenty-one Years, and shall not be a widower or 
widow, as is required by the last-recited Act to Marriages solemnized 
in England between such parties ; and every person whose consent 
to a Marriage in England is required by the said Act shall be autho- 
rized to forbid the issue of the Registrar’s Certificate, whether the 
20 Marriage is intended to be by License or without License, and to forbid 
the granting of any License by the Presbyterian Minister appointed 
as aforesaid, and to forbid the publication of Banns in any church 
or chapel or certified Presbyterian meeting-house. 

And belt Enacted, That after the said First day of January every RegisuLnay 
25 Registrar shall have authority to grant Licenses for Marriage in any 
building registered as hereinafter provided within any district under ria s*- 
his superintendence, or in his office, in the Form of Schedule (E.) to 
this Act annexed ; and every Registrar shall Four times in every 
year, on such days as shall be appointed by the Registrar-general, 
make a return to the Registrar-general of every License granted by 
him since his last return, and of the particulars stated concerning the 
parties: Provided always. That no Registrar shall grant any such Rsgistmto 
incense until he shall have given security by his bond in the sum of siTe Secmit 5'- 
One hundred Pounds to the Registrar-general for the due and faithful 
35 execution of his office: Provided also. That nothing herein contained Proviao 
shall authorize any Registrar to grant any License for Marriage in any 
c urch or chapel iu which Marriages may be solemnized according 
to the rites of the United Church of England and Ireland, or in any 
c urcu or chapel belonging to the said United Church, or licensed for 
40 t e celebration of Divine Worship according to the rites and cere- 
monies of the said United Church, or any License for a Marriage 
etween Two persons, both or one of whom shall be Presbyterians, 

T a ^ Ies ^ terian meeting-house certified as aforesaid, or any License 
or i arriage in any registered building which shall not be within 
ois district. 

481. 

A 4 And 
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And be it Enacted, That before any License for Marriage shall be 
granted by any such Registrar, One of the parties intending Marriage 
shall appear personally before such Registrar, and, in case the notice 
of such intended Marriage shall not have been given exclusively to 
such Registrar, shall deliver to him the Certificate of the other Regis- - 
trar to whom such notice shall have been given, and such party shall 
make oath, or shall make his or her solemn affirmation or declaration 
instead of taking an oath, that he or she believeth that there is not 
any impediment of kindred or alliance or other lawful hindrance to 
the said Marriage, and that one of the said parties hath for the space io 
of Fifteen Days immediately before the day of the grant of such 
License had his or her usual place of abode within the district within 
which such Marriage is to be solemnized, and that they are both of 
the full age of Twenty-one Years, or, where either of the parties shall 
be under the age of Twenty-one Years, that the consent of the per- 15 
son or persons whose consent to such Marriage is required by law has 
been obtained thereto, or that there is no person having authority to 
give such consent, or that such party is a widower or widow, as the 
case may be. 

And be it Enacted, That any person may enter a caveat with the 20 
Registrar against the grant of a Certificate or a License for the Mar- 
riage of any person named therein ; and if any caveat be entered with 
the Registrar, such caveat being duly signed by or on behalf of the 
person who enters the same, together with his or her place of resi- 
dence, and the ground of objection on which his or her caveat is 25 
founded, no Certificate or License shall issue or be granted until the 
Registrar shall have examined into the matter of the caveat, and is 
satisfied that it ought not to obstruct the grant of the Certificate or ' 
License for the said Marriage, or until the caveat be withdrawn by 
the party who entered the same ; provided that in cases of doubt it 3° 
shall be lawful for the Registrar to refer the matter of any such caveat 
to the Registrar-general, who shall decide upon the same; provided 
likewise, that in case of the Registrar refusing the grant of the Cer- 
tificate or License, the person applying for the same shall have a right 
to appeal to the Registrar-general, who shall thereupon either con- 35 
firm the refusal or direct the grant of the Certificate or License. 

And be it Enacted, That after the said First day of January no 
Marriage after such notice as aforesaid, unless by virtue of a License 
to be granted by the Registrar, shall be solemnized or registered in 
Ireland until after the expiration of Twenty-one Days after the day 40 
of the entry of such notice as aforesaid, and no Marriage shall be 
solemnized by the License of any Registrar or registered until after 
the expiration of Seven Days after the day of the entry of such 
notice as aforesaid. 

And 
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And be it Enacted, That whenever a Marriage shall not be had 
aithin Three calendar Months after the day on which the Notice shall 
have been so entered by the Registrar, the Notice and Certificate and Mo ° ths - 
any License which may have been granted thereupon, and all other 
5 proceedings thereupon, shall be utterly void ; and no person shall 
proceed to solemnize the Marriage, nor shall any Registrar register the 
same, until new Notice shall have been given and entry made,°and Cer- 
tificate thereof given, at the time and in the manner aforesaid. 
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And be it Enacted, That the Registrar’s Certificate, or in case the 
,o parties shall have given notice to the Registrars of different districts 
the Certificate of each Registrar shall be delivered to the officiating 
Minister, if the Marriage shall be solemnized according to the rites o'f 
the United Church of England and Ireland; and the said Certificate 
or License shall be delivered to the Minister or Teacher who shall 
1,5 celebrate Marriages in any registered building hereinafter mentioned 
or to the Registering Officer of the people called Quakers for the 
place where the Marriage is solemnized, if the same shall be solem- 
Inzed according to the usages of the said people, or to the Officer of 
a Synagogue by whom the Marriage is registered, if the same shall be 
no solemnized according to the usages of persons professing the Jewish 
re igio", and in all other cases shall be delivered to the Registrar pre- 
sent at the Marriage, as hereinafter provided, and shall be by him 
kept with the records of his office. 

1 -u- t * RnaCted ’ ^hat an y proprietor or trustee of a separate Placratf 

25 bmlding being a place of religions worship, may apply to the Regis- “ 

tra. of the district, in order that sucli building may he registered for 
solemnizing Marriages therein, and in such case shall deliver to the 
tegistrar a Certificate, signed in duplicate by Ten householders at 
le eas , that such building has been used by them during One Year 
30 at, l,e least as their usual place of public religious worship, and that 
Zl 7 ‘ hat SUCh P ‘ aCe shouW be registered as aforesaid, 

the T 1C Cert,ficates sIla11 be countersigned by a Magistrate of 
be dZT the propriet01 ' or ‘™ee by whom the same shall 

35 RelL ’ “I 11 ‘ he Re S istrar sha11 send both Certificates to the 

accordin 5 lT nera \ ah ,° ^ C£ “ Se Sach buildin g t0 be registered 
3 ?° k ‘° be kCpt f ° r tbat P^ose at the General 

on both r ■!’ “"h the Ee g' strar -g ener al shall cause to be indorsed 

tificate wifo fo Cat !l thC date ° f thC regiStry ’ aDd Shal ‘ keep ° ne Cer ‘ 

40 shall rot . 6 ° t ler records of the General Register Office, and 
same withV & Certlficate t0 the Registrar, ^vho shall keep the 
the date of tT 0t ^ rec0rc ^ s of ^ is °^ ce '> anfJ Registrar shall enter 
•>im for th t' e re “' Stry of such building in a book to be furnished to 
bfirate of ** by the Registrar-general, and shall give a Cer- 

the Di-onr' S | UC le ®' stry ™der his hand, on parchment or vellum, to 
ne or or trustee by whom the certificates are countersigned, 

B - and 
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and shall give public notice of the registry thereof by advertisement in 
some newspaper circulating within the county and in the Dublin 
Gazette. 

And be it Enacted, That if at any time subsequent to the registry 
of any such building for solemnizing Marriages therein it shall be 5 
made to appear to the satisfaction of the Registrar-general that such 
building has been disused for the public religious worship of the con- 
gregation on whose behalf it was registered as aforesaid, the Regis- 
trar-general shall cause the registry thereof to be cancelled ; provided 
that if it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the Registrar-general 10 
that the same congregation use instead thereof some other such 
building for the purpose of public religious worship, the Registrar- 
general may substitute and register such new place of worship instead 
of the disused building, although such new place of worship may not 
have been used for that purpose during One Year then next preceding ; ]- 
and every application for cancelling the registry of any such building, 
or for such substitution and registry of a substituted building, shall be 
made to the Registrar-general by or through the Registrar of the 
district,* and such cancelling or substitution, when made, shall be 
made known by the Registrar-general to the Registrar, who shall 2 o 
enter the fact and the date thereof in the book provided for the 
registry of such buildings, and shall certify and publish such can- 
celling or substitution and registry in manner hereinbefore provided in 
the case of the. original registry of the disused building; and after 
such cancelling or substitution shall have been made by the Registrar- 25 
general, it shall not be lawful to solemnize any Marriage in such dis- 
used building, unless the same shall be again registered in the manner 
hereinbefore provided. 

And be it Enacted, That after the expiration of the said period of 
Twenty-one Days, or of Seven Days if the Marriage is by License, 
Marriages may be solemnized in the registered building stated as 
aforesaid in the Notice of such Marriage, between and by the parties 
described in the Notice and Certificate, according to such form and 
ceremony as they may see fit to adopt : Provided nevertheless, That 
every such Marriage shall be solemnized with open doors, between 35 
the hours of Eight in the forenoon and Two in the afternoon, in 
the presence of some Registrar of the district in which such registered 
building is situate, and of Two or more credible witnesses : Pro- 
vided also, That in some part of the ceremony, and in the presence of 
such Registrar and witnesses, each of the parties shall declare, 4 ° 

“ I do solemnly declare, That I know not of any lawful impedi- 
ment why I, A. B., may not be joined in matrimony to 
C. D .” 



And 
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And each of the parties shall say to the other, 

“ I call upon these persons here present to witness, That I, A. B., 
do take thee, C. D., to be my lawful wedded wife [or, 
husband].” 



5 Provided also, That there be no lawful impediment to the Marriage of 
such parties. 

And be it Enacted, That any persons who shall object to marry under 
the provisions of this Act in any such registered building may, after 
due Notice and Certificate issued as aforesaid, contract and solemnize 
10 Marriage on any day except Sunday at the office and in the presence 
of the Registrar of the district, and in the presence of Two witnesses, 
with open doors, and between the hours aforesaid, making the decla- 
ration and using the form of words hereinbefore provided in the case 
of Marriage in any such registered building. 

1 5 And be it Enacted, That the Registrar shall forthwith register every 
Marriage solemnized in manner aforesaid in his presence in a Marriage 
Register Book to be furnished to him for that purpose from time to 
time by the Registrar-general, according to the Form in Schedule (G.), 
and every entry of such marriage shall be signed by the Registrar, and 
20 also by the parties married, and attested by Two Witnesses; and 
every such entry shall be made in order from the beginning to the 
end of the book. 

And be it Enacted, That after any Marriage shall have been so- 
lemnized, it shall not be necessary in support of such Marriage to give 
2 5 an y proof of the actual dwelling of either of the parties previous to 
the Marriage within the district or presbytery (as the case may be) 
wherein such Marriage was solemnized for the time required by this 
Act, or of the consent of any person whose consent thereunto is 
required by law ; and where a Marriage shall have been solemnized in 
3 ° a certified Presbyterian meeting-house, it shall not be necessary to 
prove that one of the parties was a Presbyterian, or, if the Marriage 
was by License, that the Certificate required to be delivered to the 
Minister granting such License had been so delivered, or, where the 
Marriage was by Banns, that a Certificate of the publication of Banns 
35 had been produced to the Minister by whom the Marriage was 
solemnized, in cases where such production is required by this Act; 
nor shall any evidence be given to prove the contrary of any of these 
several particulars in any suit touching the validity of such Marriage, 
or in which such Marriage shall be questioned. 



2 6 . 
Marriages 
may be cele- 
brated before 
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40 AND whereas it is expedient that provision should be made, under Bishops!" 
proper restrictions, for relieving the inhabitants of populous districts ^PaSns 6 ,^ 
remote from the parish church, or from any chapel wherein Marriages “hapehfor 
4 ^ 1, B 2 may 
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the solemni- 
zation of 
MarrLiges in 
populous 
Places. 



„ 3 °- 
Patron or 

Incumbent 
may appeal 
to the 
Archbishop 
against such 
Licenses. 



may be lawfully celebrated according to tlie rites and ceremonies of 
the United Church of England and Ireland, from the inconvenience 
to which they may be thereby subjected in the solemnization of their 
Marriages; BE it therefore Enacted, That, with the consent of the 
Patron and Incumbent respectively of the church of the parish or 
district in which may be situated any public chapel with or without a * 
chapelry thereunto annexed, or any chapel duly licensed for the celebra- 
tion of Divine Service according to the rites and ceremonies of the 
United Church of England and Ireland, or any chapel the Minister 
whereof is duly licensed to officiate therein according to the rites 
and ceremonies of the United Church of England and Ireland or 
without such consent after Two calendar Months’ notice in writino 
given by the Registrar of the diocese to such Patron and Incumbent 
respectively, the Bishop of the diocese may, if he shall think it neces- 
sary for the clue accommodation and convenience of the inhabitants, ,- 
authorize by a License under his hand and seal the publication of Banns J 
and solemnization of Marriages in any such chapel for persons resid- 
ing within a district the limits whereof shall be specified in the Bishop's 
License, and under such provisions as to the said Bishop may seem fit, 
and as may be specified in the said License ; provided that it shall be 20 
lawful for any Patron or Incumbent who shall refuse or withhold 
consent to the grant of any such License to deliver to the Bishop, 
under his or her hand and seal, a statement of the reasons for which 
such consent shall have been so refused or withholden ; and no such 
License shall be granted by any Bishop until he shall have inquired 25 
into the matter of such reasons ; and every instrument of consent of 
the Patron and Incumbent, or, if such consent be refused or withholden, 
a copy of the notice under the hand of the Registrar, and every state- 
ment of reasons alleged as aforesaid by the Patron or Incumbent, with 
the Bishop’s adjudication thereupon under his hand and seal, shall be j» 
registered in the registry of the diocese ; and thenceforth and until the 
said License be revoked, Marriages solemnized in such chapel shall be 
as valid to all intents and purposes as if the same had been solemnized 
in the parish church, or in’ any chapel where Marriages might here- 
tofore have been legally solemnized. 3; 

And he it Enacted, That when the said Bishop shall authorize the 
solemnization of Marriages in any such chapel as aforesaid, without 
the consent of the Patron and Incumbent respectively, it shall be law- 
ful for them or either of them to appeal within One calendar Month 
to the Archbishop of the province, who shall hear the same in a sum- 411 
mary manner, and shall make such order, confirming, revoking or vary- 
ing the License so given, as to him shall seem meet and expedient, 
which order shall be registered in the registry of the diocese, and shall 
be conclusive and binding on all parties whatsoever. 



And 
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And be it Enacted, That there shall he placed in some conspicuous Notta'oi 
part in the interior of every chapel in respect of which such License L "r en “ 5 
shall be given as aforesaid a notice in the words following “ Banns ‘ntlmpeK 
may be published and Marriages may be solemnized in this chapel." 



5 And be !t Enacted, That all provisions which shall from time to Marries 
time be in force relative to Marriages, and to providing, keeping and £° mcd in 
transmitting Register Books and copies of Registers of Marriages solem- Ve uS* 
nized in any parish church, shall extend to any chapel in which the aSSSta, 
solemnization of Marriages shall be authorized as aforesaid, in the SmST" 
,o same manner as if the same were a parish church, and every thing ££5*. 
required by law to be done relating thereto by the Rector, Vicar! 

Curate or Churchwardens respectively of any parish church shall be 
done by the officiating Minister, Chapelwarden, or other person exer- 
cising analogous duties in such chapel respectively. 



15 Provided always, and be it Enacted, That, notwithstanding any 0 ,l& 
such Lcense as aforesaid to solemnize Marriages in anv such chanel p <«iostob« 

.i ,• t ,i , . , _ , ' J r » married at 

the parties may, if they think fit, have their Marriage solemnized in Paris]l 
the parish church, or in any chapel in which heretofore the Marriage of 
such parties or either of them might have been legally solemnized. 

20 And he it Enacted, That any such License or order may at any time Bishop^vith 
he revoked by writing under the hand and seal of the Bishop of the SbUhop, 
diocese, with the consent in writing of the Archbishop of the pro- XhLicenai- 
vince ; and such revocation and consent shall be registered in the 
registry of the diocese, the Registrar whereof shall notify the same 
25 in writing to the Minister officiating in the chapel, and shall also give 
public notice thereof by advertisement in some newspaper circulating 
within the county and in the Dublin Gazette, and thenceforth the 
authority to solemnize Marriages in such chapel shall cease. 



And be it Enacted, That in case of the revocation of the License to 
30 solemnize Marriages in any such chapel, all Registers of Marriages 
solemnized therein under such License which shall be in the custody or 
possession of the Minister of such chapel at the time of such revoca- 
tion shall forthwith be transmitted to the Incumbent or officiating 
Minister of the parish church, and shall thenceforth be preserved, and 
35 in all other respects dealt with in the same manner, and be of the 
same force and validity, to all intents and purposes, as if they had 
been originally made by and deposited with such Incumbent or offici- 
ating Minister ; and that such Incumbent or Minister shall, when he 
next transmits to the Registrar copies of the Registers of Marriages 
solemnized in such parish church, also therewith transmit copies of all 
such entries as shall have been made in such first-mentioned registers 
481. b 3 subsequent 



35- 
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subsequent to the date of the last entry, a copy whereof was transmit- 
ted to the Registrar, and shall also transmit to him one copy of every 
register book so transmitted to him of which no copy shall have been 
already transmitted to the Registrar, having first signed his name at 
the foot of the last entry therein. 5 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar of every diocese shall within 
Fifteen Days after the said First day of January, and also within 
Fifteen Days after the First day of January in every succeeding year, 
make out and send through the Post-office, directed to the Registrar- 
general of Marriages, at his office, a list of all chapels belonging to to 
the United Church of England and Ireland, within that diocese 
wherein Marriages may lawfully be solemnized according to the rites 
and ceremonies of the United Church of England and Ireland, and 
shall distinguish in such list which have a parish, chapelry, or other 
recognized ecclesiastical division annexed to them, and which are 15 
chapels licensed by the Bishop under this Act, and shall state therein 
the district far which each of such chapels is licensed according to 
the description thereof in the License ; and the Registrar-general shall 
in every year cause to be made out and printed a list of all such 
chapels, and also of all places of public worship registered under the 20 
provisions of this Act, and shall state in such list the county and 
Registrar’s district within which each chapel or registered building 
is situated, and shall add also the names and places of abode of the 
Registrars ; and a copy of such list shall be sent to every Registrar. 

And be it Enacted, That every Marriage solemnized under this Act 25 
shall be good and cognizable in like manner as Marriages before the 
passing of this Act according to the rites of the United Church of 
England and Ireland. 

And be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Registrar before 
whom any Marriage is solemnized according to the provisions of this 30 
Act to ask of the parties to be married the several particulars required 
to be registered touching such Marriage. 

And be it Enacted, That every person who shall enter a caveat 
with the Registrar against the grant of any License or issue of any 
Certificate on grounds which the Registrar-general shall declare to be 35 
frivolous, and that they ought not to obstruct the grant of the License, 
shall be liable for the costs of the proceedings, and for damages, to be 
recovered in a special action upon the case by either of the parties 
against whose Marriage such caveat shall have been entered ; and a 
copy of the Declaration of the Registrar-general, purporting to be 40 
sealed with the seal of the General Register Office, shall be evidence 
that the Registrar-general has declared such caveat to be entered on 

frivolous 
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frivolous grounds, and that they ought not to obstruct the grant of the 
License. 

And be it Enacted, That every person who shall knowingly and 
wilfully make any false Declaration, or sign any false Notice or Cer- 
5 tificate required by this Act, for the purpose of procuring any Mar- 
riage, and every person who shall forbid the issue of any Registrar’s 
certificate, by falsely representing himself or herself to be a person 
whose consent to such Marriage is required by the said recited Act, 
knowing such representation to be false, shall suffer the penalties of 
to Peijury. 

And be it Enacted, That every person who after the said First day 
of January shall knowingly and wilfully solemnize any Marriage or 
pretended Marriage in Ireland, except by Special License, in any 
other place than a church or chapel in which Marriages may be 
15 solemnized according to the rites of the United Church of England 
and Ireland, or a Presbyterian meeting-house certified as aforesaid, 
or than the church, chapel, registered building or office specified in the 
Notice and Certificate as aforesaid, shall be guilty of Felony (except 
in the case of a Marriage between two of the Society of Friends, 
20 commonly called Quakers, according to the usages of the said 
Society, or between two persons professing the Jewish religion, ac- 
cording to the usages of the Jews ) ; and every person who shall 
knowingly and wilfully solemnize any Marriage or pretended Mar- 
riage in Ireland after the said First day of January (except by License) 

2 5 within Twenty-one Days after the day of the entry of the notice to 
the Registrar as aforesaid, or if the Marriage is by License within 
Seven Days after the day of the entry required by this Act made in 
any Marriage Notice Book, or after Three calendar Months after the 
day of such entry, shall be guilty of Felony. 

30 And be it Enacted, That any Presbyterian Minister knowingly 
and wilfully solemnizing any Marriage without due publication of 
Banns or License, or who shall knowingly and wilfully grant any such 
License or publish any such Banns, after the issue of such License or 
the publication of such Banns shall have been forbidden as aforesaid, 
35 shall be guilty of Felony. 

And be it Enacted, That every Registrar who shall knowingly and 
wilfully issue any Certificate for Marriage after the expiration of Three 
calendar Months after the day on which the Notice shall have been 
entered by him as aforesaid, or any Certificate for Marriage by License 
40 before the expiration of Seven Days after the day of the entry of the 
Notice, or any Certificate for Marriage without License before the 
expiration of Twenty-one Days after the day of the entry of the notice, 
4Si. b 4 or 
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or any Certificate the issue of which shall have been forbidden as 
aforesaid by any person authorized to forbid the issue of the Regis- 
trars certificate, or who shall knowingly and wilfully register any 
Marriage herein declared to be null and void, and every Registrar 
who shall knowingly and wilfully issue any License for Marriage after 
the expiration of Three calendar Months after the day on which the ° 
Notice shall have been entered by the Registrar as aforesaid, or who 
shall knowingly and wilfully solemnize or permit to be solemnized in 
his office any Marriage herein declared to be null and void, shall be 
guilty of Felony. 

10 

44 - 

fSS f And be il £uacted ’ T1 >at every prosecution under this Act shall 
be commenced within the space of Three Years after the offence com- 
mitted. 



. And be u Enacted, That if any person shall knowingly and wilfully 

intermarry after the said First day of January, under the provisions 15 
of thls Act ' m an y P lace ( not bei “g a certified Presbyterian meeting- ° 
house) other than the church, chapel, registered building or office 
or other place specified in the Notice and Registrar’s Certificate or 
License as aforesaid, or without due Notice to the Registrar or without 
Certificate of Notice duly issued, or without License from the Rems- 20 
trar, in case such License is necessary under this Act, or in the absence 
of a Registrar where the presence of a Registrar is necessary under 

t is Act, or if any persons shall knowingly or wilfully, after the said 
hirst day of January, intermarry in any certified Presbyterian 
meeting-house without publication of Banns, or any License, the 
Manrnge of all such persons, except in any case hereinbefore 5 
excepted, shall be null and void, 

■* , Pr °; ided aIwa ? s ’ and be !t Ena<: ‘ ed > That nothing in this Act shall 
extend to repeal any enactments now in force in Ireland for pre- 

ci^mem ^ b J d ^ a ded 30 

And be it Enacted, That if any valid Marriage shall be had under 

Certifi r r S10nS n , ^ U ‘ eanS ° f wilfuI1 J false Notice, 

tficate or Declaration made by either party to such Marriage, as 

to any matter to which a Notice, Certificate or Declaration is herein QS 
required, ,t shall be lawful for Her Majesty’s Attorney-general or 35 
Soltc tor-general for Ireland to sue in the Court of Chancery or 
Court of Exchequer m Ireland for a forfeiture of all estate and 
interest in any property accruing to the offending party by such 
Marnage ; and the proceedings thereupon and consequences thereof , 0 
shall be the same as are provided in the like case with regard to 
milages solemnized in England by License before the passing of 
h Act according to the rites of the Church of England. 
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And be it Enacted, That in order to provide the means for a 
Register of the Marriages of Her Majesty’s subjects in Ireland, it 
shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant to provide a proper office in 
the city of Dublin, to be called “ The General Register Office,” 
5 for keeping a Register of all Marriages of Her Majesty’s subjects in 
Ireland, and to appoint for the said office a Registrar-general of 
Marriages in Ireland, and from time to time at pleasure to remove 
the said Registrar-general, and appoint some other person in his room. 

And be it Enacted, That the Lord Lieutenant or the Registrar- 
iO General, subject to the approval of the Lord Lieutenant, shall appoint 
from time to time such officers, clerks and servants as he ‘shall deem 
necessary to carry on the business of the General Registry Office, and 
at pleasure remove them or any of them. 

And be it Enacted, That the Lord Lieutenant, or the Registrar- 
15 general with his approbation, from time to time may make regulations 
for the management of the said Register Office, and for the duties of 
the Registrar-general, clerks, officers and servants of the said office, 
and of the Registrars hereinafter mentioned, in the execution of this 
Act, so that they be not contrary to the provisions herein contained ; 
20 and the regulations so made and approved shall be binding on the 
said Registrar-general, clerks, officers and servants, and on the 
Superintendent Registrars. 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-general shall send once in 
every year to the Lord Lieutenant, who shall forthwith transmit the 
-5 sam e to one of the Principal Secretaries of State, a general abstract 
of the number of Marriages registered during the foregoing year, in 
such form as the said Secretary from time to time shall require ; and 
every such annual general abstract shall be laid before Parliament 
within One calendar Month after receipt thereof, or if Parliament be 
30 not then sitting, within One calendar Month after the next meeting of 
Parliament. 

And be it Enacted, That the Lord Lieutenant shall, as soon as may 
be after the First day of October in the present year, form all the 
parishes, townships and places in Ireland into districts; and the 
35 Registrar-general shall appoint a sufficient number of fit persons to 
be Registrars for such districts, and shall appoint the districts which 
each shall superintend ; and every such Registrar shall hold his office 
during the pleasure of the Registrar-general. 

And be it Enacted, That a Register Office shall be provided and 
upheld in each district, according to a plan to be approved by 
the Registrar-general, for preserving the Registers to be deposited 
4^1. Q therein, 
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therein, as hereinafter provided ; and the care of the said office, and the 
custody of the Registers deposited therein, shall be given to the Regis- 
trar of the district. 

. 54 - 

Register And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-general shall furnish to even? 

Boxes to be . . ° . 'J 

provided. Registrar a sufficient number of strong iron boxes to hold the Register 5 
Books to be kept by every such Registrar j and every such box shall 
be furnished with a lock and key, which key shall be kept by the 
Registrar; and the Register Books of each district, while in the 
custody of the Registrar, and not in use, shall be always kept in the 
register box, and the register box shall always be left locked. 10 



&c 1 to°b?’ ' And I)C it ® nacled » Thtrt in every case in which any Registrar 

transferred shall be removed from or cease to hold the said office, all renter 
on removal , , . , . , , ® 

of Registrars, “oxes, keys, books, documents and papers m his possession, as such 

Registrar, shall be given as soon as conveniently may be to his succes- 
sor in office ; and if any person shall refuse to give up anv sucli 13 
box, key, books, documents or papers in sucli case as aforesaid, it 
shall be lawful for any Justice of the Peace for the county or other 
jurisdiction where such person shall be or reside, upon application 
made for that purpose, to issue a warrant under his hand and seal for 
brmging such person before any Two Justices of the Peace for the 10 
said county or other jurisdiction, and upon such person appearing, or not 
being found, it shall he lawful for such Justices to hear and determine 
the matter in a summary way ; and if it shall appear to the Justices 
that any such box, key, books, documents or papers are in the custody 
or power of any such person, and that he has refused or wilfully 2 } 
neglected to deliver the same, the said Justices shall commit such 
offender to the common gaol or house of correction for the said 
county or jurisdiction, there to remain without bail until he shall have 
delivered up the same, or until satisfaction shall have been given in 
respect thereof to the person in whose custody the same ought to be; 311 
and the said Justices may grant a warrant to search for such box, key, 
books, documents or papers, as in the case of stolen goods, in any 
dwelling-house or other premises in which any credible witness shall 
prove upon oatli before them that there is reasonable cause to suspect 
the same to be ; and the same when found shall be delivered to the 35 
person in whose custody they ought to be. 

.5 6 . 

Bo'ftatobe And be 1C £nacted ’ That the Registrar-general shall cause to be 
provided. printed, on account of the said Register Office, a sufficient number of 
Register Books for making entries of all Marriages of Her Majesty’s 
subjects in Ireland, according to the Form of Schedule (G.) to this Act 40 
annexed; and the said Register Books shall be of durable materials, and 
in them shall be printed upon each side of every leaf the heads of infor- 
mation herein required to be known and registered of Marriages ; and 

every 
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every pa^e of each of such books shall be numbered progressively from 
the beginning to the end, beginning with number One ; and every place of 
entry shall be also numbered progressively from the beginning to the 
end of the book, beginning with number One ; and every entry shall 
J be divided from the following entry by a printed line. 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-general, on being thereunto Marriage 
required, shall furnish or cause to be furnished to the Rector, Vicar Bookftoia 
or Curate of every church and chapel in Ireland wherein Marriages P r05ideiJ ' 
may lawfully be solemnized, and also to the Presbyterian Minister of 
10 every certified Presbyterian meeting-house, and also to every person 
whom the recording clerk of the Society of Friends, commonly called 
Quakers, at their central office in Dublin, shall from time to time 
certify in writing under his hand to the Registrar-general to be a 
Registering Officer in Ireland of the said Society, and also to every 
15 person whom the President for the time being of the London Committee 
of Deputies of the British Jews shall from time to time certify in writing 
under his hand to the Registrar-general to be the Secretary of a Syna- 
gogue in Ireland of persons professing the Jewish religion, a sufficient 
number in duplicate of Marriage Register Books, aud Forms for 
20 certified copies thereof, as hereinafter provided. 

- 5 8 - 

And be it Enacted, That every Clergyman of the United Church of Marriage 
° Registers to 

England and Ireland, immediately after every office of matrimony be kept in 

solemnized by him, shall register in duplicate in Two of the Marriage Dupllcate ’ 
Register Books- the several particulars relating to that Marriage 
25 according to the Form of the said Schedule (G.); and every Presby- 
terian Minister of a certified Presbyterian meeting-house, and every 
such Registering Officer of the Quakers, as soon as conveniently may 
be after the solemnization of any Marriage between two Quakers in 
the district for which he is Registering Officer, and every such 
3 ° Secretary of a Synagogue, imm ediately after every Marriage solemnized 
between any two persons professing the Jewish religion, of whom the 
husband shall belong to the Synagogue whereof he is Secretary, shall 
register or cause to be registered in duplicate in Two of the said 
Marriage Register Books the several particulars relating to that 
3,5 marriage according to the Form of the said Schedule (G.) $ and every 
such Registering Officer or Secretary, whether he shall or shall not be 
present at such Marriage, shall satisfy himself that the proceedings in 
relation thereto have been conformable to the usages of the said 
Society, or of the persons professing the Jewdsh religion, as the case 
40 inay be; and every such entry as hereinbefore is mentioned (whether 
made by such Clergyman, or by such Presbyterian Minister, or by 
such Registering Officer or Secretary respectively as aforesaid) shall 
be signed by the Clergyman, or by such Presbyterian Minister, or 
by the said Registering Officer or Secretary, as the case may be, and 
by the parties married, and by Two Witnesses, and shall be made in 

481- c 2 order 
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order from the beginning to the end of each book, and the number of 
the place of entry in each duplicate Marriage Register Book shall lie 
the same. 

And be it Enacted, That the Rector, Vicar or Curate of every such 
church and chapel, and every such Presbyterian Minister of a cer- - 
tified Presbyterian meeting-house, and every such Registering Officer ° 
and Secretary, shall, in the months of April, July, October and Ja- 
nuary respectively, make and deliver to the Registrar of the district 
in which such church or chapel or certified Presbyterian meeting- 
house or registered place of worship may be situated, or which may 10 
he assigned by the Registrar-general to such Registering Officer or 
Secretary, on durable materials, a true copy certified by him under 
his hand of all the entries of Marriages in the Register Book kept 
by him since the last Certificate, the first of such Certificates to be 
given in the month of April One thousand eight hundred and Forty- k 
five, and to contain all the entries made up to that time, and if there 
shall have been no Marriage entered therein since the last Certificate, 
shall certify the fact under his hand, and shall keep the said Mar- 
riage Register Books safely until the same shall be filled ; and One copy 
of every such Register Book, when filled, shall be delivered to the 20 
Registrar of the district in which such church or chapel or certified 
Presbyterian meeting-house may be situated, or which shall have been 
assigned as aforesaid to such Registering Officer or Secretary, and the 
other copy of every such Register Book kept by any such Rector, 
Vicar or Curate shall remain in the keeping of such Rector, Vicar or « 
Curate, and shall be kept by him with the registers of baptisms and 
ii rials of the parish or chapelry within which the Marriages registered 
therein shall have been solemnized, and the other copy of every such 
iegister Book kept by any such Presbyterian Minister shall remain 
under the care of such Presbyterian Minister, and be kept with the 
other registers and records of his meeting-house ; and the other copy 
o every such Register Book of Marriages among the people called 
Quakers and among persons professing the Jewish religion respec- 
tively, shall remain under the care of the said people or persons 
respectively to be kept with their other registers and records, and 35 
shall, for the purposes of this Act, be still deemed to be in the 
keeping of the Registering Officer or Secretary for the time being 
respectively. 0 

And be it Enacted, That every Registrar shall Four times in every 
year, on such days as shall be therefore named by the Registrar- 40 
general, send to the Registrar-general all the certified copies of the 
Kegrners of Marriages which he shall have so made or received 
unng t e Three calendar Months next preceding such quarterly days 
Of transmission respectively ; and if it shall appear, by interruption of 

the 
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the regular progression of numbers or otherwise, that the copy of any 
part of any book has not been duly delivered to him, he shall procure 
as faros possible, consistently with the provisions of this Act, that the 
same may be remedied and supplied ; and every Registrar shall make 
out an account Four times in every year of the number of entries 
in the certified copies sent to or made by him during the last quarter ; 
and the certified copies so sent to the General Registry Office shall 
be thereafter kept in the said office in such order and manner as the 
Registrar-general, under the direction of the Lord Lieutenant, shall 
think fit, so that the same may be most readily seen and examined. 

And be it Enacted, That every Rector, Vicar or Curate, or Pres- 
byterian Minister of a certified Presbyterian meeting-house, and every ma J be 
Registrar, Registering Officer and Secretary, who shall have the Certificates 
keeping for the time being of any Register Book of Marriages, wherein K®i y,he 
any Marriage shall have been registered under this Act, shall at all 
reasonable times allow searches to be made of any Register Book in 
his keeping, and shall give a copy, certified under his°hand, of any 
entry or entries in the same. 

And be it Enacted, That every Registrar shall cause Indexes of the 
Register Books in his office to be made, and kept with the other 
records of his office ; and that every person shall be entitled at ail 
reasonable hours to search the said Indexes, and to have a certified 
copy of any entry or entries in the said Register Books under the hand 
of the Registrar. 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-general shall cause Indexes Indexe^tobe 
of all the said certified copies of the Registers to be made and kept GeneSl Re- 
in the General Register Office ; and that every person shall be entitled 
to search the said Indexes between the hours of Ten in the morning allowed, and 
and Four in the afternoon of every day, except Sundays, Christmas- Copies given, 
day and Good Friday, and to have a certified copy of any entry in 
the said certified copies of the Registers. 

And be it Enacted, That the Registrar-general shall cause to be Certified 
made a seal of the said Register Office, and the Registrar-general at°E?enefai en 
shall cause to be sealed or stamped therewith all certified copies of ggfjfg be 
entries given in the said office ; and all certified copies of entries sealed - 
purporting to be sealed or stamped with the seal of the said Register 
Office shall be received as evidence of the Marriage to which the 
same relates, without any further or other proof of such entry, and no 
certified copy purporting to be given in the said office shall be of any 
orce or effect which is not sealed or stamped as aforesaid. 

65. 

a be it Enacted, That it shall be lawful for every Clergyman 

t e United Church of England and Ireland who shall solemnize mar_ 

0 ned the 

C3 any particulars 

required. 
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66 . 

Penalty for 
wilfully 
giving false 
Information. 



67. 

Penalty for 
not duly 
registering 
Marriages, or 
for losing or 
injuring the 
Registers. 



68 . 

Penalty for 
destroying 
or falsifying 
Register 
Books. 



69. 

Accidental 
Errors may 
he corrected. 



any Marriage in Ireland, and for every Presbyterian Minister of a 
certified Presbyterian meeting-house, and for every Minister or Teacher 
of a registered place of worship, and for every Registering Officer 
of the Quakers, and every Secretary of a Synagogue, after the said 
First day of January to ask of the parties to be married the several 5 
particulars herein required to be registered touching such Marriage. 

And be it Enacted, That every person who shall wilfully make or 
cause to be made, for the purpose of being inserted in any Register 
of Marriage, any false statement touching any of the particulars herein 
required to be known and registered, shall be subject to the same 10 
pains and penalties as if he were guilty of Perjury. 

And be it Enacted, That every person who shall refuse or without 
reasonable cause omit to register any Marriage solemnized by him, or 
which he ought to register, and every person having the custody of 
any Register Book, or certified copy thereof, or of any part thereof, 15 
who shall carelessly lose or injure the same, or carelessly allow the 
same to be injured whilst in his keeping, shall forfeit a sum not ex- 
ceeding Fifty Pounds for every such offence. 

And be it Enacted, That every person who shall wilfully destroy 
or injure, or cause to be destroyed or injured, any such Register Book, 20 
or any part or certified copy of any part thereof, or shall falsely make 
or counterfeit, or cause to be falsely made or counterfeited, any part 
of any such Register Book or certified copy thereof, or 'shall wilfully 
insert or cause to be inserted in any Register Book or certified copy 
thereof any false entry of any Marriage, or shall wilfully give any 25 
false certificate, or shall certify any writing to be a copy or extract 
of any Register Book, knowing the same Register to be false in any 
part thereof, of which a copy or extract shall he so given, or shall 
forge or counterfeit the seal of the Register Office, shall be guilty of 
Felony. 30 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no person charged with 
the duty of registering any Marriage, who shall discover any error 
to have been committed in the form or substance of any such entry, 
either by himself or any predecessor in his office, shall be therefore 
liable to any of the penalties aforesaid if within One calendar Month 35 
next after the discovery of such error, in the presence of tne parties 
married, or in case of the death or absence of such parties, then in 
the presence of the Registrar and of Two other credible Witnesses 
who shall respectively attest the same, he shall correct the erroneous 
entry according to the truth of the case by entry in the margin, without 40 
any alteration of the original entry, and shall sign the marginal entry, 
and add thereunto the day of the month and year when such correc- 
tion shall be made, and shall make the like marginal entry attested in 

like 
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like manner, in the duplicate Marriage Register Book to be made by 
him as aforesaid, and in every case shall make the like alteration in 
the certified copy of the Register Book to be made by him as afore- 
said. or in case such certified copy shall have been already made, he 
5 shall make and deliver in like manner a separate certified copy of the 
original erroneous entry, and of the marginal correction therein made. 



And be it Enacted, That all fines and forfeitures by this Act im- 
posed, unless otherwise directed, shall be recovered before any Two 
Justices of the Peace for the county, city or place where the offence 
to shall have happened, upon the information or complaint of any person ; 
and if on the conviction of the offender, either on his or her confession, 
or by the oath of any One or more credible Witness or Witnesses 
(which oath such Justices are hereby empowered to administer), such 
fines or forfeitures, with the costs of the conviction, shall not be forth- 
1 5 with paid, the same shall be levied by distress and sale of the goods 
and chattels of the offender, by warrant under the hand and seal of 
such Justices; and for want of distress such Justices may commit 
every such offender to the common gaol or house of correction for the 
county, city or place where the offence shall be committed, without 
20 bail or mainprize, for any term not exceeding One calendar Month, 
unless such fine and forfeiture,, and all reasonable charges attending 
the recovery thereof, shall be sooner paid ; and one moiety of all 
such fines and forfeitures shall go to the person who shall inform and 
sue or prosecute for the same, and the other moiety shall go to the 
25 Registrar-general, or to such other person as the Commissioners of 
the Treasury shall appoint, for the use of Her Majesty ; and no dis- 
tress made by virtue of this Act shall be deemed unlawful, nor shall 
the party making the same be deemed a trespasser, on account of 
any defect or want of form in the summons, conviction or warrant 
30 of distress, or on account of any irregularity which shall be afterwards 
committed by the party distraining, but the person or persons aggrieved 
by such irregularity shall recover full satisfaction for the special 
damages sustained in an action on the case. 



And be it Enacted, That the prosecution for every offence punish- 
35 able on summary conviction under this Act shall be commenced 
within Three calendar Months next after the commission of the 
offence. 



And be it Enacted, That in. all cases where the sum adjudged to 
be paid on any such summary conviction shall exceed Five Pounds, 
-40 any person convicted may appeal to the next Court of General or 
Quarter Sessions which shall be holden not sooner than Twelve Days 
after the day of such conviction for the county or other district wherein 
the cause of complaint shall have arisen; provided that such person shall 
481. 
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give to the complainant a notice in writing of such appeal, and of the 
cause and matter thereof, within Three Days after such conviction, and 
Seven clear Days at the least before such Sessions, and shall also either 
remain in custody until the Sessions, nr enter into a recognizance with 
Two sufficient Sureties, before a Justice of the Peace, conditioned j 
personally to appear at the said Sessions and to try such appeal, and 
to abide the judgment of the Court thereupon, and to pay such costs 
as shall be by the Court awarded ; and upon such notice being given, 
and such recognizances being entered into, the Court at such Sessions 
shall hear and determine the matter of the appeal, and shall mate 10 
such order therein, with or without costs, to either party, as to the 
Court shall seem meet, and in case of the dismissal of the appeal, ot 
the affirmance of the conviction, shall order and adjudge the offender 
to be punished according to the conviction, and to pay such costs as 
shall be awarded, and shall, if necessary, issue process for enforcing 
such judgment. ° 

And be it Enacted, Ihat no such conviction or adjudication made 
on appeal therefrom shall be quashed for want of form, or be removed 
by certiorari or otherwise into any of Her Majesty’s Superior Courts 
of Record; and no warrant of commitment shall be held void by 20 
reason of any defect therein, provided it be therein alleged that the 
party has been convicted, and there be a valid conviction to sustain 
the same. 



74 - 

Not to affect 
right of offi- 
ciating Minis- 
ter to Fees for 
performance 
orRegistration 
of Marriage. 



Provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall affect the right of any officiating Minister to receive 25 
the fees now usually paid for the performance or registration of any 
Marriage. J 



Registrar- 
general to 
furnish No- 
tices to Guar- 
dians of 
Unions, &c. 
specifying 
acts required 
to be done 
by Parties 
registering. 



And be it Enacted, That the said Registrar-general shall, within 
hree calendar Months after his appointment to such office, furnish 
to the respective Guardians of every union, parish or place printed 
notices, which the said Guardians shall, as soon as conveniently may 
be after the receipt thereof, cause to he fixed or placed on the outside 
of the several church and chapel doors, or other public and conspicuous 
buildings or places with, u their respective unions, parishes or places, 
and which said notices shall specify the several acts required to be 
done by persons who may be desirous of solemnizing Marriage 
under the provisions of this Act. 



3 » 



35 
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Certain Mar- 
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AND whereas Marriages have in divers instances been had and 
celebrated in Ireland by Presbyterian and other Protestant Dissenting 
Ministers or Teachers, or those who at the time of such Marriages had 
been such, between persons of the same or different religious persua- 
sions, and u is expedient to confirm such Marriages ; BE it therefore 
Enacted, That all Marriages had and celebrated in Ireland since the 



passing 
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passing of an Act passed in the last Session of Parliament, intituled, 

“An Act for Confirmation of certain Marriages in Ireland,” and 
before the passing of this Act, by Presbyterian or other Protestant 
Dissenting Ministers or Teachers, or those who at the time of such 
5 Marriages had been such, shall be taken to have been and to be of 
the same force and effect in law, as if such Marriages had been solem- 
nized by Clergymen of the United Church of England and Ireland, 
and of no other force nor effect whatsoever. 

And be it Enacted, That this Act shall extend only to Ireland, Extents 
10 and shall not extend to the Marriage of any of the Eoyal Family. Act - 

And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed by Act l*' u 

any Act to be passed in this Session of Parliament. amended 

this Session. 
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SCHEDULES 

TO WHICH THIS ACT REFERS. 



SCHEDULE (A.) 



Notice op Marriage. 

To A. B. [or, C. D.] Surrogate [or, Deputy Surrogate], or, 

To the Registrar of the District of [Roscrea], in the County of [Tipperary], [as the case maybe]. 

I hereby give you Notice, That a Marriage is intended to be had within Three calendar Months fromth 
date hereof, between me and the other party herein named and described ; (that is to say) 



Name. 


Condition. 


Rank or 
Profession. 


Age. 


Dwelling-place. 


Length 

of 

Residence. 


Church or Building 
in which 
Marriage is to be 
solemnized. 


District and Coo!? 
in which the ode 
Party raids 
when the Partis d«£ 

different Districts. 


Lucius O'Hara- 


widower - 


carpenter 


of full age 


High-street, 

Roscrea. 


23 days 


Sion Chapel, 
Roscrea, 


Maryborough, 
Queen’s County. 


Margaret Shaw 


spinster - 


- - - 


minor - 


Grove-farm 


more than a 
month. 


Tipperary. 


Witness my hand, this [Sixth] day of [May 1845.] (aigned) [Lucta> 0 'H, a] 

[The particulars in this Schedule to be entered according to the fact.] 








SCHEDULE (B.) 




No. [14.] 

reby certify, That 
rid District of the 
hand of [Lucius 


Registrar’s Certificate. 

I, [John Cox], Registrar of the District of [Roscrea], in the County of [Tipperary], do he 
on the [Sixth] day of [May], Notice was duly entered in the Marriage Notice Book of the s 
Marriage intended between the parties therein named and described, delivered under the 
O’Hara], one of the parties ; (that is to say) 


N -"- 


Condition. 


Rank or 
Condition. 


Age. 


Dwelling-place. 


of 

Residence. 


Church or Building 

Marriage is to be 
solemnized. 


District and County 
in which the other 
Party dwells 
where the Parties dfdl 

different District*. 


Lucius O’Hara - 


widower* 


carpenter 


of full age 


High-street - 


23 days 


Sion Chapel, 


Maryborough, 

Queen’s Couniy. 


Margaret Shaw 


spinster - 


“ - - 


minor 


Grove-farm 


more than a 
month. 


Tipperary. 



Date of Notice entered [6th May 1845.] TThe issue of this Certificate has not been forbidden by any 
Date of Certificate given [28th May 1845.] J person authorized to forbid the issue thereof. 



Witness my hand this [Twenty-eighth] day of [May One thousand eight hundred and Forty-five.] 

(signed) [John Cox], Registrar. 

This Certificate will be void unless the Marriage is solemnized on or before the [Seventh] day of [August 1845.] 
[The particulars in this Schedule to be entered according to the fact.] 

SCHEDULE 
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SCHEDULE (C.) 

License of Marriage. 

Whereas a Marriage is intended to be solemnized between A. B. of and C. D. 

t : And whereas application for a License has been made to me, E. F. 

the Presbyterian Minister duly authorized by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, pursuant to the provisions 
of an Act passed in the eighth year of the reign of Queen Victoria, intituled, “ An Act,” &c. [here insert the 
title of this Act], to issue Marriage Licenses within the bounds of the Presbytery of : . 

\nd whereas I have received the Certificate required by law from the Reverend G. H., Minister of the Con- 
<rre<>ation of °f which A. B. [or, C. D.] is a member : And whereas I have duly 

ascertained by the oath [or, affirmation] of the said A. B. [or, C. D.], that the parties are respectively of the 
a<fe of Twenty-one Years, and that there is no impediment of kindred or alliance or other lawful hindrance 
to the said Marriage, and that A. B. [or, C. D.] has had his [or, her] usual place of abode for the space of 
Fifteen Days last past within the bounds of the Presbytery of , [or, in cases where 

either party is under age, and not a widower or widow] that A. B. [or, C. D.] is under the age of Twenty-one 
Years and that the consent of I. K., whose consent to his [or, her] Marriage is Required by law, has been 
obtained thereto [or, that there is no person having authority to give such consent, or, where a party so under 
age is a widower or widow, that A. B. [or, C. D.] is under Twenty-one Years of age, but is a widower or 
widow [as the case may be] : Now I do hereby grant unto the Reverend or other 

the Minister officiating in the certified Presbyterian meeting-house of full License, 

according to the authority in that behalf given to me by the said Act, to proceed to solemnize such Marriage ; 
provided that the said Marriage be publicly solemnized in the presence of Two witnesses within One calendar 
Month from the date hereof in the certified Presbyterian meeting-house of [here describe 

the meeting-house in which the Marriage is to be solemnized], between the hours of Eight in the forenoon and 
Two in the afternoon. Given under my hand, this day of One thousand 

eight hundred and 

(signed) E. F. 

Licenser of Presbyterian Marriages. 



SCHEDULE (D . 

Presbyterian Minister’s Certificate. 

I, [John Mason], Presbyterian Minister of , in the Presbytery of , 

do hereby certify, That on the day of Notice was duly entered 

in the Marriage Book of my congregation of the Marriage intended between the parties therein named and 
described, delivered under the hand of , one of the parties, a member of my 

own congregation ; (that is to say) 



Condition. 


Rank 

Profession. 


Age. 


Residence. 


Length 

of 

Residence. 


Church or Building 
in which 
Marriage is to be 
performed. 


County and Parish 
the other Party dwells, 

the Parties dwell 
in different Parishes, 
Congregations 
,or Districts. 


widower - 


mason - 


- - full age, 
or *21. 


County Down. 
Parish Comber. 
Town Comber. 
Townland Comber. 


2 years 


- . xst Presby- 
terian Church, 
Comber. 


- - Congregation of 
Kilrea, County of 
Derry. 


spinster - 


milliner - 


full age 


County Derry. 
Parish Kilrea. 
Town Kilrea. 









John Brown 



MaiyMaho 



Witness my hand, this 



day of 



(signed) [John Mason] 

Minister of the Congregation of 

[The particulars in this Schedule to be entered according to the fact.] 

p SCHEDULE 
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SCHEDULE (E.) 



License of Marriage. 

A. B., Registrar of to C. D. of 

and E. F. of sendeth greeting. 

Whereas ye are minded, as it is said, to enter into a contract of Marriage under the 
provisions of an Act passed in the eighth year of the reign of Queen Victoria, intituled 
[here insert the title of this Act], and are desirous that the same may be speedily and 
publicly solemnized : And whereas you, C. D. [or, E. F.] have made and subscribed a 
Declaration under your hand, that you believe there is no impediment of kindred or 
alliance or other lawful hindrance to the said Marriage, and that you, C. D. [or, E. F.] 
have [or, has] had your [or, his, or, her] usual place of abode for the space of Fifteen Days 
last past within the District of ( ), and [in cases where either party is 

under age, and not a widower or widow], that you, C. D. [or, E. F.] are [or, is] under the 
age of Twenty-one Years, and that the consent of G. H., whose consent to your [or, his 
or, her] Marriage is required by law, has been obtained thereto [or, that there is no person 
having authority to give such consent], or, where a party so under age is a widower or 
widow, that you, C. D. [or, E. F.] are [or, is] under Twenty-one Years of age, but are [or, 
is] a widower or widow [as the case may be] : I do hereby grant unto you full License* 
according to the authority in that behalf given to me by the said Act, to proceed to 
solemnize such Marriage ; provided that the said Marriage be publicly solemnized in the 
presence of Two Witnesses within Three calendar Months from the [here insert the date 
of the entry in the Notice Book of the Registrar], in the [here describe the building in 
which the Marriage is to be solemnized], between the hours of Eight in the forenoon tnd 
Two in the afternoon. Given under my hand, this day of 

One thousand eight hundred and 

(signed) A. B. 

Registrar. 



SCHEDULE (F.) 



I, [John Cox], Registrar of the District of [Roscrea], in the County of [Tipperary], do 
hereby certify, That this is a true copy of the entries of Marriage registered in the said 

ranel 't T t e fTs M 6 riage ° f CJo1 ” W ° 0d:l “ d [ Anne Simpson], number 
FoT ; , ^ of [Lucius O'Hara] and [Margaret sLw], number 

LI ourteen]. Witness my hand, this [First day of July 1845.] 

(signed) John Cox, 

. Registrar. 

[The particulars in this Schedule to be entered according to the fact.] 



SCHEDULE 
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